Sophomore English 20 Course Overview

Course Description: 
This course is geared for students who are capable of exceptional work.  The program integrates classical, modern, and world literature (fiction, non-fiction, and poetry) with advanced writing instruction and high expectations for communication and analysis.   Composition assignments using the process writing method focus on autobiographical and expository, and include peer editing, self-editing and revising.  Core literature includes Oedipus Rex, Antigone, Medea, Macbeth, Ordinary People, The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, A Lesson Before Dying, A Separate Peace, and Silas Marner. High motivation and initiative are essential to master this reading- and writing-intensive course. The vocabulary program is challenging, building students’ etymological awareness, and includes PSAT preparation. Skills outlined in state curriculum frameworks are built upon to provide a solid foundation of critical thinking skills and preparation for the MCAS.

Essential Questions: 
· How does reflecting on the “coming of age” experience foster self-awareness and promote maturity?

· How do the ideas of loyalty and betrayal determine the strength of one’s character?
· How does contemplation of consequence impact decision-making?
Academic Expectations of Student Learning: (as aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks)
Through this course, students will

· Employ active reading strategies to understand text.  

· Deepen their understanding of a literary or informational work by relating it to its contemporary context, historical background or critical response.

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of structure, and elements of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify and analyze an author’s diction and syntax and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 
· Write with a clear focus, coherent organization and sufficient detail for a variety of purposes. 

· Apply knowledge of style, tone, and word choice in writing for different audiences. 

· Gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and incorporate the research in their compositions and projects.  

· Pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and synthesize information with their own experiences in a variety of classroom settings.

· Study the nuances of vocabulary, applying their knowledge to reading, writing and speaking. 
Literature: 
Required texts:  
· Oedipus Rex

· Antigone

· Medea

· Ordinary People

· A Separate Peace

· A Lesson Before Dying

· A Prayer for Owen Meany

· Silas Marner

· Ellen Foster

· Our Town

· Julius Caesar/Macbeth

· The Heart is A Lonely Hunter

· The Book Thief

· The Rope Walk

Supplementary texts: 


· Bread Givers

· When the Emperor was Divine

· An Enemy of the People/A Doll’s House

· Julius Caesar

· Persepolis I/Persepolis II

· Night

· A History of Love

· A Stranger in the Kingdom

· Mr. Pip

· City of Thieves

· Hunger Games

· I Am the Messenger

· Animal Farm

· I Know Why the Cage Bird Sings

· Tuesdays With Morrie

· The Color of Water



Core Writing Assignments:
· Thesis paper

· Language autobiography

· Timed writing

· MCAS open responses

Other writing assignments may include

· Dialectical journal

· Point of view shift

Vocabulary:

· Words from Level F of Shostack’s Vocabulary Workshop
· Word-A-Day (individual teacher’s option)







